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The REGALS MOPAR CAR CLUB and SYDNEY DRAGWAY PRESENTS…

The

Prez
July 2012 President Report
Welcome all to another addition of
Torque. I hope everyone and their families are well!

SATURDAY 10 and SUNDAY 11 NOVEMBER
at the SYDNEY DRAGWAY, EASTERN CREEK

DRAG RACING TRADE STANDS
BURNOUTS DYNO COMP

KIDS’ ENTERTAINMENT

SUPER CRUISE AND
SHOW‘n’SHINE MORE

Proudly sponsored by

www.moparrumble.com

It’s already half way through the year, so
that means we are well into preparations
for Mopar Rumble 2012. We are anticipating even more entrants and spectators
than last year, and the entertainment will
be even better this year. We’ve got a heap
of stuff for the kids to do, so make sure
you bring the whole family along. The
trade tent will be better than ever (as long
as it doesn’t blow down 3 days before
the event like last year!), and we have a
spotlight on the burnout comp this year.
So check out www.moparrumble.com.au
for all the latest info on the event.
In other news, after rocking up unannounced (so to speak) at the Rattle ‘n’ Hum
show at Castle Hill with over 20 cars last
year, the organisers thought it might be a
good idea to invite us on the committee
and become one of the 9 or so participating clubs that help support the event.
We gratefully accepted, and showed up
with well over 30 cars this year, and it
was a great day out. The show was held
at the Castle Hills RSL, which is a great
venue for a car show. The event raised
money for the Tallowood Special Needs
School, which is a very worthy cause.
Congratulations to Daniel Morato and
Rod Harris for scoring trophies on the
day, and thanks again to the organisers.
We’ll be back next year for sure.
It’s the season for car shows, especially in
the Mopar community. Two of the bigger
events are being held soon with Mopar
Sunday on the 29th and the Chrysler
wake run just at the start of August.
Last year I had the pleasure of attending
Mopar Sunday for the first time, and for

FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the third issue of Torque for
2012. The prez has almost squeezed me
off the page, so this will be brief!
Can you believe it? This is our biggest
issue to date with 28 pages crammed full
of good stuff!
We’ve got a fantastic article on club
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fans of quarter mile action, it’s a mustsee. There’s always plenty of eye candy
in and around the venue, even spilling
out into the car park. The Saturday
component of the event is now officially
called Mopar Mayhem, and judging by
last year’s reports it’s gaining as much
popularity as the main event!

event, and make a weekend out of it. It’s
a great opportunity to let your hair down
and socialise with the club, and with the
other clubs that frequent the Wake Run.

Back in NSW, I’ve made no secret of
my fondness for the Chrysler Wake Run
held by the crew from The Hunter Valley
Chrysler Club. As I’ve mentioned before,
it’s one of my favourite events of the
year. The relaxing picturesque setting of
Canton Beach Caravan Park along with
a cruise or two, and the Sunday show
'n' shine is hard to beat. Last year, we
had a great turnout of Regals, and we
all enjoyed a Saturday night BBQ where
there were plenty of good times and
more than a few eskies lying around the
place. We’re looking to do it all again,
and if you’ve only recently joined the
Regals, I suggest you come up to this

Due to numerous requests made by
Mopar enthusiasts from other states
wishing to join our club, we are about
to start offering a subscription membership. The subscription membership is
only available to those who reside out of
the Sydney region or live interstate. The
benefits are that for a reduced membership rate of $35.00, you still receive club
stickers and a key ring, the quarterly club
magazine, and any discounts available to
us as a club, along with a website gallery
and membership status.

SUBSCRIPTION MEMBERSHIPS
The Regals are now introducing
“Subscription Memberships”.

I’ll see you on the road.
Chris Mede – President.

Vale Jennifer Nix

One of our respected members Bob Nix lost his wife to cancer in May after a brave
22 year long battle. As a gesture of our respect towards Bob and the memory
of Jennifer, we’ve donated Bob’s $50 membership fee, plus an extra $50 to the
Millennium Centre Westmead on behalf of the club.

member Mark Peebles and his beautiful
VF 770 hardtop, as well as his slightly less
beautiful VE Wayfarer. Club prez Chris
Mede and I had a ball at the photoshoot
with the magnificent Sydney skyline as a
backdrop.
I've written a fun article about the Regals’
undeserved and quite amusing reputation
as a bunch of unwashed bogans, and
Gordon has written a fantastically fun

article on his VE’s engine rebuild, through
the eyes of a “mechanical novice”.
And finally, we have some great photos
from the Rattle ‘n’ Hum Show at Castle Hill
on the 24th of June.
And don’t forget to check out the fun pics
in the Blast from the Past section at the
back.
Bruce Rayne - Editor
REGALS TORQUE

3

South of the Border
I recall the
first time I saw
Mark Peebles’ VF 770
Hardtop parked out the
front of MotorEx. It was in
2009, and I was with my brother
Andrew, along with Simon Griffiths.
We spent quite a while looking over the
car. The first thing that stood out was the
odd colour combination and those ultra
cool red rims with white wall tyres. A
closer inspection revealed a mint buffalo
grain interior, along with subtle additions
around the body, like the mirrors, sun
visor and spats. But where was the front
bumper?
We concluded that due to the detail of

finish around the front apron, the bumper
wasn’t off for repairs; it was left off on
purpose. I wasn’t quite sure about it
then, but over time the more I saw the
car, the more it grew on me, and now I
couldn’t imagine it with a front bumper at
all! Having said that, I did get Gordon to
Photoshop one on to satisfy my curiosity!
The next time we saw the car was in
November 2009 at the first Mopar Rumble, and shortly after that, Mark joined the
Regals. Currently residing in Neutral Bay,
but originally hailing from Melbourne,
Mark moved to Sydney for business, but
still spends his time between the two cities depending on work, family and other
commitments. Being a chap that loves his

wheels, Mark currently has two Valiants, a
motorcycle and a SAAB convertible (rego
318-770 so it doesn't feel left out!) as well
as use of his Shanghai-residing brother’s
“modified for the race track” 1994 Nissan
Skyline GTR R32 when in Melbourne.
Now most people would be wondering
where you keep two Vals, a bike and daily
driver in Neutral Bay, and in a unit block
to boot. Well Mark has it all sorted out. He
rents extra space from tenants who don’t
use their garage. That way he can have the
best of both worlds: inner city living with
Harbour views, and lock up security for
his toys. Smaller maintenance jobs on his
cars are tolerated within the unit complex,
and larger (noisier) jobs can be done at his
mates’ places. Both cars have been spot-

ted once or twice in the Mede brothers’
driveway!
It would be fair to say that Mark has had
a colourful history with Valiants and
other various automobiles in general. He
bought his first Valiant in 1982, which was
a VF Hardtop in undercoat. After cruising
in his friend’s VG sedan, which had its roof
chopped off to make a Summer/Party car,
Mark and his mate did the same with the
VF. They drove it around Melbourne for
two and a half years without a roof, before
the coppers put an end to it. Clearly not
done with convertibles, his next car was
another VF coupe, this time a V8 770. At
the time it was being used as a chicken
coup on a farm some 6 hours drive from
Melbourne. The car was then built into

a tough, lowered convertible complete
with a VIP front and interior, a Mercedes
Benz cloth steel folding frame soft top and
finished in Ford charcoal with 11 coats of
colour, 10 coats of clear. He sold it 3 times
and bought it back twice. All up, Mark
has made 5 convertibles, and owned 14
Valiants.
A little while back Mark worked for
Maranello Motorsport in Melbourne,
who buy, sell and race predominantly
Ferraris—a job that came with all the
perks. He’s had the privilege of driving
more than 30 Ferraris including F40s,
F50s, Enzo, 430s, 430s, 458s plus some
nice older models. He’s driven a McLaren
F1 road car and a McLaren F1 GTR road car
(each valued at between $2m and $3m).

Words by Chris Mede,
pics by Bruce Rayne
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The VF was purchased in 1989 after it had
sat in a workshop for 5 years. The car
was in pretty good condition, and Mark
drove it around for 6 years before pulling
it off the road for some minor rear wheel
arch rust repair work and that’s when the
trouble began. Long story short, after 12
years, 2 VCAT tribunal hearings for faulty
workmanship and 5 panel beaters (the first
two agreed to bare metal repairs but used
bog, the third guy went bankrupt resulting
in the car being locked up by the administrators for 6 months, the fourth guy had a
heart attack requiring a quadruple bypass
so retired on the spot) the car was back
on the road in early 2009. We now fast
forward to 2012 when the final body work
was completed. As to be expected with a
vinyl roof car, Mark eventually found rust
in the turret. Remarkably, he managed to
find a NOS roof skin for sale in Northern
NSW and had it freighted down to Melbourne where his preferred panel beater
resides. The guys did a great job with
the repair, and even reused the original
headliner at Mark’s request. It’s good to
see that Mark has finally learnt to put the
roof back on the car when he takes it off!

Mark’s unit comes with one lock up garage which houses the Hardtop and bike, and one open car spot
which the SAAB resides in. An additional lock up garage is rented from another tenant to keep the ute safe.
A mix of old
school fan,
Bigfoot gas
pedal, aircraft
switches, VF
Pacer taco and a
Mexican blanket
just add to the
coolness of the
VE. There’s also
a cowboy hat
rack mounted to
the head liner!
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Mark has also been a collector of vintage
Italian small capacity motorcycles. He’s
owned 7 MV Agustas (the Ferrari of
motorcycles), 4 Ducatis and 1 Benelli. At
one stage he even kept 4 motorbikes in
the lounge room of a 1 bedroom apartment! These days, the collection has
been sold on, with only his original 1985
Suzuki GSXR 750 First Edition remaining,
which Mark credits as the first Japanese
race bike replica for the road and the bike
credited with starting the whole 'hyper'
bike movement.

The VE was purchased in 1998 and was
originally a factory slant 6, column auto
car. Mark found it in the 'wrecking' section
of the Trading Post. It had been parked
under a tree and was filthy. Once the
car was in Mark’s hands, he registered it
with a dodgy RWC and drove it for two
years until the motor eventually died. A
donor VE VIP Safari was purchased and
the 273/904/LSD driveline was transferred
along with the power steering assembly.
The car was already fitted with disc brakes.

273ci/904/LSD driveline replaces the original
slant, along with the addition of power steering; the Ute is great for cruising, or transporting Mark’s collection of vintage pushies.

Wheel spats and red oxide
painted 14 x 5.5 inch rims
set the Ute off nicely.

Mark says that he likes survivor hot rods
and barn fresh old school customs, and
whether your preference is stock standard
vehicles or highly modified rides, I’m sure
you’ll agree that Mark has two tastefully
styled cruisers that will continue to turn
heads wherever they go.

Anyway, back to the Mopars and as
mentioned, Mark has two Vals in the
stable. One is the Green 1969 VF 770 Regal
Hardtop, and the other is a White 1968
VE Wayfarer Ute. Both cars have that old
school custom theme going on, with the
VE having a little more patina to the finish
then the immaculately presented hardtop.
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Factory 318ci V8
was rebuilt to
stock specs but
sports a cool
custom air intake,
and is perfect for
cruising.

The rims on the coupe certainly have a big impact on
the overall look of the car. 15 x 6 inch custom steel
wheels sport 195 x 75 Coker white walls from the US.
The interior in the 770 Hardtop is nothing
short of immaculate. Quirky but cool
period additions include super rare ’68 GTS
Monaro taco and an eight track tape deck.

3

3

The two Vals sure turned a lot of heads cruising
together to and from the photo shoot!
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Due to the missing paint tag, Mark’s not sure what the
name of the green is (possibly Golden Green?) but he had
it matched to the factory colour with the addition of some
gold fleck for effect when the sun hits the panels. The
roof colour is cleverly matched to the original vinyl roof.

6
Due to a lack of
space in Sydney,
these days Mark
only has one
motorcycle but
he’s taken up
collecting and
customising
vintage bicycles.
This is one of
seven that live in
his lounge room.
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Anyone for Ray Hadley?
Mark fitted this neat little
AM radio.
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The “NoTOrious” REgalS

by Bruce Rayne

I’ve been a member of the Regals
Mopar Car Club for three years now.
I joined the club as an associate
member in June 2009, a couple of
months after the club’s inception.
Even though I didn’t own a Chrysler,
I had been so heavily involved in the
branding of the club, joining seemed
little more than a formality. These
days I’m a proud Mopar owner, a
full member, and a member of the
club committee, and I’m continually
amazed at the number of half-truths,
and tall stories that get circulated
when it comes to our club.
Maybe it’s because the club is a little
different to other car clubs, with a very
young membership (by comparison
to some other car clubs) and slightly
“unconventional” ways of doing things,
but even in the early days, rumours
about the Regals were rife. Some of
the rumours would make their way to
the club committee, and we would find
ourselves laughing at the nonsense that
had been circulating.
For example, one of the early rumours
that got around was that the club
was impossibly hard to join, because
our membership requirements were
so strict. Well, here comes the truth
of the matter: no one has ever been
refused membership into the Regals.
There were also some rumours about
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members being “booted” from the
club, but once again that’s complete
rubbish—no one has ever been kickedout of the club.
A few weeks ago I bumped into a 1970
Dodge Phoenix owner in a parking lot.
Being a 1970 Phoenix owner myself,
we started chatting like long lost family.
After asking him if he was in a club, he
then asked me the same question:
“Yes, I’m a member of the Regals” I
answered. “Have you heard of us?”
“Yeah.” he replied, breaking eye
contact, looking down and then quickly
trying to change the subject.

I guess it makes the
rumour mongers feel
a little better about
themselves if they
believe we’re a band
of degenerates.
So, what had he been told about
the Regals to give such a response?
What heinous crimes have we been
implicated in? I’d sure love to know!
The Regals car club has always
welcomed members with non-standard

car modifications. Many purists
would be horrified by the unique
nature of some of our club members’
modifications, but we have always
taken the standpoint that if it’s your car,
and you’re enjoying it, and keeping
it on the road, then do as you please.
It’s better than keeping your 100%
original car locked-up in a garage where
it never sees the light of day, or even
worse still, it decays into a pile of 100%
original rust. We know that some of the
mods are not to everyone’s taste, but
that’s the nature of any hobby; if we
all liked the same stuff, it would be a
pretty boring old world.

executed at a car show? We know that
on occasion, a few too many horses
get let out of the stable, and a little
bit of rubber inevitably ends up being
left on the bitumen, but to be blamed
for every single screech? It’s a bit
unreasonable. Still, I guess it makes
the rumour mongers feel a little better
about themselves if they believe we’re
a band of degenerates.
And I can’t go past mentioning the
Mopar Rumble either. As the event
grows in size, so too the rumours
increase. I’ve been told that due to
the bad weather, the Mopar Rumble
2010 was run at a spectacular financial
loss. Once again, where do they get
this from? We can’t deny that the bad
weather had an effect on the event
revenue, but it would be a pretty
poorly organised event that didn’t
have financial contingencies in place
for unpredictable weather in Sydney!
The bad weather was frustrating and
deflating, but it certainly didn’t inflict
financial ruin!
And I’ll never forget being told that
“the creators of the Rumble introduced
the event as an ‘up yours’ to the All
Chrysler Day judging”. What the…?
Let’s call this rumour monger “Mr
Curry”. I’d never met him before, and

as I came to find out, neither had any
of the key Mopar Rumble organisers.
I’m certainly not a “creator” of the
Rumble, but I was present at many
discussions about it, long before it
had a name—when it was just a crazy
idea, talked about over a cold beer
on a Saturday afternoon. The fact is,
the Mopar Rumble was conceived to
bring a Mopar-only drag racing event
to Sydney. I know this, because I was
there, and I don’t remember Mr Curry
being there either!
And while I’m mentioning the All
Chrysler Day (ACD), I need to dispel
some rumours there too. I’ve often
heard that The Regals “hate the ACD”,
and that they “want it to fail”. But why
would any Mopar enthusiast want
any Mopar car show to fail? This is the
biggest city in Australia, and we think
it’s big enough for both shows. We all
share the same passion, and do what
we can to support each other.
It may come as a surprise to some
that a few of the ACD organising clubs
wanted the Regals to join the ACD
committee. The only reason we didn’t
pursue the idea was that the Mopar
Rumble was already in full swing, and
it just wouldn’t have been practical
trying to be involved in both shows

due to the demands of organising the
Rumble. And here’s another one for the
conspiracy theorists: just why are these
two car shows so close to each other?
Surely this is proof that we wanted to
try and damage the ACD! Well, anyone
who’s ever tried to book in a regular
event date at Sydney Dragway will tell
you: you don’t get a lot of choice in the
matter, especially when you’re a new
player. You get the date you’re given.
It’s true that some club members
enjoy a social drink, and that not every
member of the club is an angel, but
the vast majority of the Regals are
respectful, sensible, fun and passionate
about their hobby. Look around at our
meetings and events and you won’t
just see club members, you’ll also
see their wives, partners and kids. It’s
a friendly club, with a real emphasis
on family. But I guess that’s a little
boring, and not at all scandalous. Our
reputation for being “notorious” and
“rebellious upstarts” is much more
worthy of gossip!
Have you heard a silly rumour about
The Regals? If so, please let us know at
info@regals.com.au. We love to have a
laugh!

We know that this relaxed attitude
towards car preservation versus
modification is not widely loved by
other members of the motor vehicle
enthusiast fraternity, and we really
can’t do anything about that, but we
don’t force our views on anyone, and
looking at the club expansion over the
last 3 years, it’s clear we are not alone
in our attitudes. And let’s not forget
that the Regals will be showing 30
historically correct cars at this year’s
Eastern Creek Classic. That’s not bad for
a club supposedly renowned for having
modified cars!
So is our way of doing things a reason
for us to be blamed for every piece of
bad behaviour, or every burnout ever
REGALS TORQUE
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Words and pics by Gordon Kyd

WORK IN PROGRESS

Introduction and
Background Rant

This isn’t a complex or technical “in-thebuild” style report here, just some light
reading with some photos and hopefully
some amusing comments about how
many things I bodged in the process of
refreshing up engine parts.
It’s ironic that I am writing a “Work
In Progress” article for the newsletter
considering I have probably the least
experience in the field of mechanics or
car restoration out of all The Regals members. This VE is my first Valiant which
I bought in 2009 at age 34 so I’m very
late in the game. Before the Valiant, my
“thing” was working the neck of a 5 string
bass with numerous bands between
1990 to 2006 before I “retired” from my
part time passion to focus on travel and
become a boring nobody. Playing in
bands and writing music is a world away
from the oil stained antics and mechanical
improvisation that is required when working on cars yet here I am now, with a car
that hasn’t moved in nearly 6 months
due a long drawn out engine rebuild/
engine bay tidy up process. The whole
time the engine has been out, hundreds
of parts-filled boxes in my undersized
garage as I have slowly reconditioned,
rebuilt or replaced them. My wife married
a musician and now she’s having to come
to terms with “an obsessed car guy” as
I’m probably more fanatical about my
Valiant than any of my basses or amp
rigs. She can thank Chris Mede and The
Regals Mopar Car Club for that! Previous
to the VE, my only experience with an

engine was changing oil, spark plugs,
filters, topping up the radiator, checking
tyres but not much more. Even then, on
one occasion I needed the NRMA to come
out after I put the spark plug leads in the
wrong sequence which resulted in my
Falcon idling like a Fukushima aftershock.
So it’s safe to say I am a novice in this
field and while most of you reading this
were performing make shift modifications
on your first Valiant as teenagers or were
elbows deep in a V8 more than 20 years
ago, I was either not born then or just
scratching my arse and bumping into
things. As irritatingly optimistic people
say: “it’s never too late to learn” and this
is no more true the case of me and my
Val: I got caught up in a turn of unexpected circumstances that spiralled into
a complete engine rebuild when all I initially planned for was a new set of rings.
While I didn’t perform the engine rebuild
myself, the extraction of everything from
the engine bay to the countless hours
cleaning, painting and repairing parts
gave me an insight into their workings/
function which I wouldn’t have learnt if
I had left the process to someone else,
not to mention it saved me a shit-load of
money. With that money saved, to add
to the thoroughness of the project (and
grossly reinflate the budget), “influence”
coming from Chris and Simon “persuaded” me to also have the engine bay
repainted. The logic behind it being that
while the “leaning tower of power” was
out getting a whole lot of TLC, I may as
well use the “opportunity” to clean up the
engine compartment while it was empty
and accessible. Why rebuild the slant?
Yep, you’ll find no short answer from me

This photo of the engine bay was taken on the 28th of August 2009,
a few days after I purchased the VE. There was lots of surface rust and
a 40 year build up of grime but it was complete, with all original the
factory gear and pretty presentable given its age.
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here, just another drawn out story!

In the very first Regals newsletters back
in 2009, there was a small article written
on my 1967 VE Regal outlining some of
it’s history. One false piece of information printed was the “genuine” milage
mentioned when I purchased the Valiant
which stated just under 20,000 miles on
the odometer. Unfortunately this mileage
was not true, the odometer had ticked
over at least twice in it’s life. After acquiring the original owners service manual
which had every service of the VE logged
from November 1967 to the 1972, I noticed
that the last service entry was at 72,000
miles. I then recently spoke to the son
of the original owner and he confirmed
that the VE had done 165,000 miles when
he passed it on to his grand daughter in
2006. As the Valiant was put on blocks
between 1994 to 2000 and only ever
driven on a handful of occasions between
2000 to 2009, I have concluded that the
odometer reading of 20,000 miles was
actually 220,000 miles given that the
early Valiants reset to zero after 99,999
miles. With 220,000 miles under it’s belt
and the poorer quality of oils used in
the 60’s and 70’s, the Slant had some
45 years of wear & tear to it’s name. The
extent of the wear didn’t present itself
until my second trip to Chryslers On The
Murray in 2010 where it consumed close
5 litres of oil on it’s way to Albury. While
I was aware I was going through more
oil than normal on the shorter club runs
with me having to top up fairly regularly,
that journey to COTM highlighted that
there was a more serious problem. Apart
from the hefty oil consumption, the old
225 cuber ran smoothly and reliably so I

A collection of parts to be cleaned up, painted, rebuilt, reconditioned or
serviced. At the time this photo was taken, I was blissfully unaware that
the project would drag on so, but I ended up with a priceless amount of
knowledge and a far better end result because of the extra time taken.

The Slant’s head is off and the engine ready to be removed. Check out What’s a ‘Work in Progress” without enlisting the help of friends? Both
the carbon build up on the top of the pistons from the oil burning there Chris and Simon making the job of removing the engine simple and
quick.
for years!

The Slant is out of the VE for the first time since 1967. It looks pretty filthy Now the engine bay is bare and ready for a blown 572ci Hemi… or
and ratty from this angle, now ready to be sent off to the engine builder. maybe just a freshly rebuilt factory spec’d 225ci slant 6.

didn’t really think too much about it until
this stage. After speaking to Raf Jelicich,
The Regals club registrar and an experienced mechanic, the first consensus was
that the rings were probably worn and
needed replacing with a mention of a
worst case scenario being that the bores
may be worn and need machining. The
only way to know for sure was to take
the head off for a look. As the VE resides
within a stone throw from Raf’s workshop
in Killara, it was the logical decision to
take it there for a diagnosis. Once Raf had
the head off, it revealed that the engine
was far more worn than expected with a
pretty serious lip at the tops of the bores
in cylinders 3 and 5. There was massive
amounts of carbon build up on the tops
of the pistons from copious amounts
of oil passing the rings and burning
there and the head was in need of -- a
reconditioning. I clearly remember Raf’s
words when he rang me: “Ah, I’ve got a
little bit of bad news mate. I looking at a
pretty tired old 225”. After a number of
quotes were thrown into the mix from Raf
and a few different engine builders for an
R and R rebuild, I had to weigh up what
budget I had and how far I wanted to go
with the engine. It was Simon who came
to my aid offering his extremely generous
support, assistance, and the use of his
well equipped garage with the only outsourcing being the engine machining and
head reco. All I need to do was purchase

the new pistons and bearings etc and
Simon and I would fit all the new internals
ourselves with his logic being that the
lessons I would learn doing it this way
would be invaluable, not to mention a big
saving of money cutting out labour costs.
It was during some inquiries about slant
parts on the Hemi6pack forum that Mick
Tsoumaris in Melbourne helped me out
big time and possibly saved me the most
amount of money on this whole project.
Mick being a highly respected mechanic
and a nationally recognised authority in
Chrysler circles for his vast knowledge of
Valiants (he is an R/T Charger and Pacer
guru) he put me onto one of his close
friends in the Melbourne suburb of Box
Hill South who runs Gown-Hindaugh
Engines. They offered a complete engine
rebuild which included machining/honing
the block, new over sized pistons/rings/
bearings, new cam, oil pump rebuild,
reconditioning the head with hardened
valve seats and topping the whole job off
by stripping the old engine paint and laying on two coats of VHT engine enamel
all for the same price it would have cost
to just get the machining done in Sydney.
All I need to do was remove the slant
from the VE and organise to freight it to
Melbourne. That’s where Regals member
Danny Bax came in. Both Simon and
Chris generously put their hand up to
help extract the engine (which took just
over an hour) and on the back of Simon’s

now written off Hilux, we dropped the
engine off at Kingloc where Danny works.
From there the engine was transported
to “Mexico”. Once in Melbourne, GownHindaugh Engines worked their magic
on the slant, then the engine was transported back to Sydney and as of these
words are being typed, it sits waiting at
Simon’s for the engine bay of the VE to
be painted. Before heading over to Borneo for 4 weeks in April, I hand brushed
the Slant with two coats of POR 15 engine
enamel which looked fantastic on the
cast metal of the block but the rocker and
timing chain covers developed terrible
brush marks and runs. Both covers were
removed from the block, stripped of
the enamel and the timing chain cover
was repainted - 3 times no less! I didn't
even attempt the rocker cover again as
a perfect finish was required for such a
dominant and featured part of the engine
bay, so I had Mick Zammit (who painted
Michelle Griffith’s purple VF hardtop)
spray the enamel on. Mick also performed the painting duties on the engine
bay. He sanded most areas of the engine
compartment back to bare metal along
with the underside of the bonnet before
a hit of high fill primer. He finished it with
2 pack ‘Alpine White’ and 2 pack black in
the section behind the front grill…
(To be continued with Part 2 in the next
issue of Regals Torque)
REGALS TORQUE
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VE Upgrades, Rebuilds and Refreshments

Radiator

Bosch Distributor

a courser surface for the black satin
enamel to achieve a decent adhesive
purchase.

The radiator started leaking coolant
about 2 years ago from a split in the
seam between the inlet tank at the
top and the radiator core. As I could
see a fair amount of gunk caught
in the tops of the fins, I decided to
have the radiator reconditioned and
a brand new core fitted, effectively
making it as good as new.

Below is the radiator finally finished. In addition to the dent created by the fall, getting the radiator
to have a smooth quality finish has
been the most frustrating part of
the tidy up on the engine bay. After
putting the first coat of black to the
top of the radiator, I thought my job
was almost done. When I masked
the top and painted the sides and
bottom, all was great until I took the
masking tape off. One part of paint
on the top hadn’t fully cured and the
masking tape left a small but very
noticeable imperfection which I just
couldn’t accept. In an act of stupidity, I proceeded to spray another
coat on the top not realising that the
mark was a result of the paint not
being fully cured, even though it
had been 24 hours. Spraying a fresh

Converted to
Electronic Ignition

Wanting to keep the original factory
appearance of the engine compartment on my VE, I was never a fan
of the electronic ignition kits that
had an orange external module and
additional ballast resistor. After
looking into concealed electronic
ignition kits for OEM distributors
on the net, it was a comment from
Brett Roberts that finally convinced
me to toss the points and invest in
a ‘Pertronix Ignitor’ for my original
Bosch distributor. Brett praised the
kit installed on Maureen’s VE, stat-

Email Alternator

Rebuilt and Reconditioned
I had no intention of having the
original 35 amp Email alternator
rebuilt as it was working perfectly
before the engine was pulled out,
but I did want to tidy it up as it
was pretty rusty and ratty looking. It was when I dismantled the
alternator to see how I could paint
the pully, fan and rotor winding
housing that I stupidly pulled the
two halves of the alternator apart
and sent the brush set flying. Being
ancient, the contact point of the
brush set crumbled as soon as it hit
the floor. I thought about buying
a new brush set online but there
is a skill required to install them
without breaking them again, so
I decided to have an auto electrician rebuild the alternator. They

2 BBL Carter
Carburettor

Rebuilt and Reconditioned
This is the original type of 2 BBL
Carter used on the 160 HP VE and
VF Regal Valiants and was in pretty good shape considering its age.
I had bought a rebuild kit years
ago with the intention of pulling the carby apart and installing
it myself but I never got around
it. (That’s another way of saying
that I wasn’t convinced of getting
it working again if I opened it up
so I put it off). When I removed it
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ing it was money well spent because
it was just a case of “set and forget”.
The photo on the top right is the
original set up with contact points,
condensor and 40 odd years of
grotty grease. Once the points were
removed, the breaker plate and internals were cleaned with a foamtipped swab, soaked in grease and
wax remover.
The ‘Pertronix Ignitor’ electronic
ignition kit (shown on the right)
was ridiculously easy to install with
no modification required. Even a
novice like me could install it, as the
kit was simpler than replacing old
points. Hopefully there is no reason
to ever touch the distributor again!
replaced the bearings, put in a new
brush set and machined something
else inside that I can’t remember
the name of. Before sending it to
be rebuilt, I stripped the old paint
off the fan and pully, buffed the
housing clean and treated all the
surface rust with rust inhibitor so
it looked fairly decent when I gave
it to the auto electrician. I picked it
up after it was rebuilt and the electrician had sprayed the housing in
a nasty metallic silver and the fan
and pulley in black, using cheaparse spray paint which could be
scratched off using the fingernail
test. Why did he have to paint it?
I didn’t ask him too! When I got
home, I carefully dismantled it,
stripped off all the crappy paint,
masked the body then painted the
central rotor winding housing in
satin black and repainted the fan
for the engine rebuild, I decided to
have a crack at it. Once I started
to disassemble the carby to install
the rebuild kit, I soon realised that
I was in over my head, so I took
it to the ‘Carburettor Service Co’.
in Burwood to be reconditioned. It
needed an expert’s attention, rather
than a hack like me rebuilding it. It
turns out the top plate was warped
(which explains the mild seeping
of fuel) so they straightened it and
replaced the original manual choke
unit with a new one. The original
was pretty useless, so I was very
happy for it to be replaced.

and pulley. I used ‘Autosol’ to
polish the body and in the end it
came up looking pretty sweet .

Re-Cored and Reconditioned

When I picked up the radiator after
the reco, I really wasn’t happy with
the amount of solder droplets visible
under the satin black finish. Considering the time I had spent on other
parts in the engine bay, I wanted it
to look a little better presented, so I
stripped the paint off the top of the
radiator, filed and sanded down all
the messy solder spills in preparation to repaint… then it happened!
I had the radiator resting tentatively
against a step ladder out in the backyard on a small section of grass, the
only place I wouldn’t get overspray
on everything. When getting ready
to spray the top in etch primer, the
radiator slipped over when I turned
to get the spray can and struck concrete, creating the nice dent you see
in the top left of the photos. FUUUUUUCCCCKKK! So far this has
been the biggest disappointment in
the whole ‘tidy up’ process. I ended
up using special heat putty to fill the
dent and after talking to the radiator
guy, I stripped the primer off, as he
said it could affect the heat transference of the inlet tank, so I sanded
and scuffed the copper top to create

Inlet Manifold

Sandblasted and Repainted
Like many of the components on
the Slant, the inlet manifold was a
tad crusty in appearance, so it was
stripped of the old enamel then
sandblasted back to naked metal.
The first photo shows it still attached
to the exhaust manifold when it was
freshly removed from the engine.
The first coat of engine enamel
was painted on with a brush, not
sprayed. The engine enamel I used
is POR 15 in ‘Chrysler Turquoise’
which matches the factory colour used on the 160 HP, 2 barrel
carby ‘High Performance’ slant 6
optioned VE and VF Valiant Regals.
The POR 15 engine enamel is an

coat of enamel onto an uncured coat
results in the undercoat drying at a
different rate. An awful wrinkling
occurred which looked way worse
than the small imperfection that I
was trying to cover. After discovering I needed to heat the enamel up
to 100 degrees for an hour to cure
it properly before another coat, I
poured boiling water into the radiator to stimulate curing. It cured the
enamel and also tightened up the
wrinkles. When cured, I sanded the
paint wrinkles out with 850 grade
‘wet & dry’, wiped the fine paint
dust away with wax and grease
remover then sprayed another coat
of black enamel. It worked: the
result was a super smooth finish.
The radiator was finally finished
and looks great. The hit & dent
on the top left was still visible but
it sort of adds character… like an
uninvited guest.

amazing product that sets flat, eliminating brush marks and reducing
runs (well sort of). It contains 80%
solids (pigments) giving a superior
quality coat with richer colours. It is
guaranteed not to burn off, be corroded, stained or discoloured by oil,
fuel or battery acid and lasts longer
than any other product. It flows easily and covers better than any other
engine enamel on the market. One
coat was almost enough coverage.
[This is sounding like a paint
advertisement. Ed.]
The photo on the right is after the
second and final coat of POR 15
engine enamel is applied. After a few
days, most of the minor runs cure
flat. Obviously the rest of the engine
will be painted in this colour.
REGALS TORQUE
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Rat tle ' n’ Hu
m

I have no idea what Bono was on about
when he wrote that lyric, but I'm pretty
sure it had absolutely nothing to do with
a car show at the Castle Hill RSL. Be that
as it may, this year’s Rattle ‘n’ Hum car
show was the biggest yet, with a massive
turnout of US and Oz muscle cars, along
with show cars and everything between.

We attended last year’s show on one of
our club runs, and the head organiser of
the event Mr Tony Outal was so impressed
REGALSTORQUE
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Words by Chris M
ede,
pics by Gordon Ky
d and Bruce Rayn
e

with our turnout that he invited us to join
the organising committee, and become
one of the supporting clubs. The other
clubs already involved included the NSW
Ute Club, the GTRXU1 Owners Club, the
GT Club, the Camaro-Firebird Owners
Club, the HDT Owners Club, the Monaro
Car Club of NSW, the FX & FJ Holden Club
NSW Chapter, the NSW Corvette Club
and the Mustang Owners of Australia

NSW Chapter. As you can see, the show
was screaming out for some Mopar
content!

Well after turning up to last year’s event
with 20 odd cars, we went one better,
and showed up with well over 30 cars this
year! It was an honour to lend our support
to this well run event which raises funds
for the Tallowood Special Needs School.

The Regals also donated a signed and
framed Jim Beam Racing shirt which was
initially donated to us by club member
Garie Peagam. Garie’s generosity helped
raise more funds at the event as the
framed shirt netted $180 in a silent auction
held on the day.

Our congratulations to Regals members,
Daniel Morato for scoring the “Best in
Category Managers Choice” trophy with
his 70’ Challenger, and Rod Harris who
took home “Best in Category Mopar” and
“Managers Choice Mopar” trophies with his
VH Charger. To top it all off, our club also

picked up the “Best Car Club Display” trophy.
I must mention the goodies bags too, which
were among the best I’ve ever seen.
A big shout out has to go to Tony Outal and
the team at Castle Hill RSL for a fantastic
day, and we’ll be back next year for sure.
REGALS TORQUE
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320 cars attended the
event and unfortunately,
80 cars were turned away
due to space restrictions.

What do you get if you cross
a Jap ute with a Mitsubishi
Magna? I'm not sure what it
is, but it looks bloody awful!

Club registrar Raf Jelicich does the
“my legs are f’ing freezing” dance.
When you’ve
finished looking at
the cars, looking at
the people can be
just as entertaining!

This was one mean
looking ‘57 Chevy!

Gordon “Lens Cap” Kyd on the prowl

Guy's immaculate VE just
seems to get better and
better every time I see it.
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The Regals were charged with the
important duty of picking the best
ute in the show. With so many
of them looking like they were
probably still under manufacturer’s
warranty, it was decided that
airbrushed skulls = winner.

One of the coolest goodies bags ever!
Fully sick!

Where do the bags
of cement go?

Congrats to Rod Harris for taking out “Best in Category Mopar”
and “Managers Choice Mopar” trophies with his VH Charger.

The Regals committee hard at work

Congrats to Daniel Morato for grabbing
the “Best in Category, Managers Choice”
trophy with his ‘70 Challenger.
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The Regals took out
the trophy for best
car club display
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Transformer

Part 5

Words and pics by
Chris Mede

Chantal Hawkins’ 1968 426ci Hemi Plymouth Barracuda
Fastback build.
Welcome to Part 5 of the continuing build of Chantal Hawkins
1968 Hemi Barracuda.
As you can see, the progress has been flowing along well on
the Cuda. Although more work has been done than depicted,
this instalment mainly focuses on the boot area, the rear brakes
and the diff. I’ve fitted-out the boot area with a custom flat floor
that still allows the use of the fold down panel for the middle
boot area. The battery has been mounted too using quite a trick
mounting system, but I didn’t take a photo of it, so you’ll have
to wait till next time as the car is now at the trimmers.
Anyway, the rear brakes have been sourced, rebuilt, detailed
and fitted. We’ve finally got the centre in the diff housing. The axles and brakes are all installed for the last time (well
for now anyway!) As they say, a picture tells a thousand words…

1.
This is a job I’ve been dreading, but I felt needed to be done. I started
with a cardboard template for the flat floor.

2.

Here’s the first piece of timber sitting in place. I’ve used 12mm
marine-grade plywood for this job. Although the template helps,
there’s still a lot of finessing to get the board to fit tight.

3.
Both sides are now done, and it’s already starting to take shape. For
the moment I’m still using the original boot door as a template. This
will be replaced with new board as we progress.

4.

For the initial mock up I used 75mm x 45mm timber batons and
plywood off-cuts to get the new boot floor sitting at the correct
level.

5.
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7.
Here’s the timber work done with the door open. The
batons are there to help get the height of the new floor.

8.

Here’s the timber work done with the boot door
closed. Considering that I haven’t done anything like
this before, I was quite happy with the results!

9.
Although this shot doesn’t show the elaborate framework
underneath, it shows the finished job, minus the carpet. You could
fit a set of 6x9’s in the hinge area boxes, and there’s plenty of room
for a “fully sick sub woofer”, should one wish to go down that alley…

10.

Here we are at Pick N Payless, Blacktown. We are after the rear brake
assembly, and the handbrake assembly from this EL Falcon wagon.

11.
Once back in the garage, the first step is to pull apart the brakes, and
get them ready for cleaning.

12.

This is the drum shoe for the handbrake set up. Again, it all comes
apart for cleaning.

13.
It just wouldn’t have looked right unless the boot hinge area was
boxed in. It was a bit tricky to get this right, but again, cardboard
templates made it easier.

22

6.

This shot shows the hinge area boxed in. Note the cut out required
to allow the hinge to close. Once the timber is carpeted black, I’m
sure the cut-outs won’t stand out as much.

I sent the callipers and drum backing plates off to the sand blasters,
and they all came back looking like new. There was still a lot of
cleaning beforehand, as the blasters won’t take anything with
grease or oil on it.
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14.

With a heap of scrubbing, and some heat proof paint,
the rear brakes are starting to look like new again.

15.

22.

This heavy duty pinion yoke should hold up with no problems at all.

23.
Here’s a bit of detail on how well the brakes have come up.
Here’s a pic of the studs being fitted to the housing.

16.

Both callipers were treated to new calliper kits for obvious reasons.
At this point they are really starting to look the part.

24.

17.
Once everything is detailed, it’s very satisfying putting it all back
together again.

Here we are mounting the centre into the housing. As you could
imagine, it weighs a tonne!

25.
Here we see the backing plate, hand brake shoe and dust guard on,
and the axle bolted in position.

18.

Here’s a shot from the rear of the brakes with the dust guard and
calliper fitted. I even got brand new genuine boots for the handbrake
lever on the left (sorry not in the photo).

26.

19.
After many hours of work, here’s the finished assembly ready for
fitting.

20.

We finally have the centre! It’s a new model from Moser, and runs a
33 spline Truetrac with a ratio of 3.55:1

21.
Another shot of the centre ready to fit.
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Here’s the finished assembly. It looks good, and is a great
modification for safety and reliability.

27.
The job finished. Clearance is good all around, and it sure looks the
goods too.

In the next instalment the car will be back from the trimmers with some carpet and new seat covers. The brake
lines will have been fitted, and the system should be bled and ready to go. We’ll hopefully have our custom rear
shock set up and hand brake assembly fitted. Once all of that is done, we’ll fit a set of custom extractors, and
exhaust system. After that it’s a matter of sorting out the fuel system from custom tank to hi flow pump, regulator
and lines. Anyway, stay tuned for the next instalment of Transformer.
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BLAST FROM THE PAST
MOPAR
SPECIALIST

• Custom hand made diffs
• Diff modifications
• Chassis and race car modifications

• Custom axles and diff components supplied
• Brake modifications and conversions
• All types of custom machining

Contact Terry 0432 017 592

10% Discount for members of the Regals Mopar Car Club

(02) 8838 7111

Not that there was ever any doubt, but Daniel Morato has once again proven what a good sport he is by providing these photographic
gems from his past. The Valiant AP5 has always had a special place in Daniel’s heart, and it’s easy to see why when you look at the vintage
photos above. That’s a very young Daniel in his father’s arms in the black and white pic.
Do you have any embarrassing old photos of yourself and an old vehicle? If so, we’d love to see them! Send your scans to info@regals.com.au.

CLUB CONTACTS
PRESIDENT
Chris Mede
Ph: 0407 212 222
Email: info@regals.com.au

Public Officer
Chris Mede
Ph: 0407 212 222
Email: info@regals.com.au

VICE PRESIDENT
Simon Griffiths
Ph: 0425 350 002
Email: valiant770@optusnet.com.au

Plates Registrar
Raf Jelicich
Ph: 0431 485 741

SECRETARY
Michelle Griffiths
Ph: 0425 236 022
Email: valiant770@optusnet.com.au

Club Run Co-Ordinator
George Tatsis
Ph: 0410 006 710
Email: dart383@optusnet.com.au

TREASURER
Andrew Mede
Ph: 0412 164 376
Email: andrewmede@optusnet.com.au

Events Photographer & Reporter
Gordon Kyd
Ph: 0401 585 905
Email: gskyd@pacific.net.au

26

REGALS TORQUE

Webmaster AND NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Bruce Rayne
Ph: 0401 671 400
Email: mail@branchus.com.au
Committee Member
Andrew Pana
Ph: 0450 426 383
Email: plymouthduster383@hotmail.com

Specialising in the restoration & preservation of classic Chrysler cars & components

10%nt for

ou
Disc als Club
Reg mbers
Me

Committee Member
Leam McGrady
Ph: 0423 285 271

www.pentastarparts.com.au
Phone +61 2 9608 8888 • Fax +61 2 9608 8910
PO Box 70, Hoxton Park NSW 2171 • 1c / 7 Lyn Parade, Hoxton Park NSW 2171
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Access
Equipment
Scissor Lifts
Boom Lifts
Vertical Lifts
Materials Handlers
Aluminium
Scaffold Towers

BRANCHES AUSTRALIA WIDE

Offering rentals, sales and service.
28 Obligation
REGALS TORQUE free onsite quotes.

1300 13 99 66
www.onsite.com.au

